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A number of these were made in Sheffield in the 1930s and presented to various Presidents and to 

other guests, usually the current Admiral Commanding Coastguard and Reserves until 1923 and 

Admiral Commanding Reserves from 1924. These dates might seem incongruous, but there appears 

to have been another Emblem presented in the 1920s and then in 1927, there is a report of a silver 

Urchin being presented, so there may well have been an earlier batch. 

When researching the book “Hold Fast”, several recipients were identified and the whereabouts of 

their Emblem, however it was a part of the research that was not fully investigated at the time. 

This is now a record of the recipients that have been identified, mainly from articles in the Liverpool 

press in the 1930s. It is quite likely not complete. Names in Red would appear not to have received 

an emblem. 

Presidents 

1921 - 1922 Captain S S Richardson, OBE, RD 
1923 Captain J W Harris 
1924 Commodore C A Bartlett, CB, CBE, RD 
1925 Captain H J Temperley Grey, RD 
1926 Commander E C Roden, RD 
1927 Commodore Sir Bertram Hayes, KCMG, DSO, RD 
1928 Lieutenant-Commander J Dobson 
1929 Captain F E Storey, RD 
1930 Commander M G Douglas, RD 
1931 Commander G Davey, RD 
1932 Captain C Edwards, DSO, RD 
1933 Captain S S Fulford, RD 
1934 Captain J W Williams, DSO, RD 
1935 Commander M Creswell, DSO, RD 
1936 Captain S S Richardson, OBE, RD 
1937 Lieutenant-Commander J W Binks, RD 
1938 Commander J L May 
1939 Lieutenant-Commander C Douglas Lane 
 

Admiral Commanding Coastguard and Reserves 

Vice-Admiral Sir Morgan Singer: July 1921–July 1923 

Admiral Commanding Reserves 

Admiral Sir Hugh H. D. Tothill: July 1923–July 1925 

Admiral Sir Lewis Clinton-Baker: July 1925–August 1927 

Vice-Admiral Sir Arthur A. M. Duff: August 1927–August 1929 

Admiral Sir John D. Kelly: August 1929–August 1931 

Vice-Admiral Henry W. Parker: August 1931–October 1933 

Admiral Sir George K. Chetwode: October 1933–January 1936 

Vice-Admiral Sir H. J. Studholme Brownrigg: January 1936–November 1938 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

We were fortunate in being able to contact nearly all the families of the past presidents, however 

contact with the families of the other recipients (ACRs) has been difficult as in some cases there are 

no direct descendants and only two identified but without a response from them. 

The very first contact was with Jon Richardson, the grandson of the first President, Captain S S 

Richardson. Jon lives locally and invited us into his home and talked about his grandfather and 

showed us his Sea Urchin which was presented in 1932. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Liverpool Journal of Commerce and Shipping) 

We also had many email conversations with Lindsay Faith, the granddaughter of Captain J W Harris, 

another recipient of the Emblem, which Lindsay has at home. This was presented in 1934. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Liverpool Echo) 



 

Commodore Bartlett was the third President in 1924 and his grandson, Alasdair Fairburn has his 

Emblem and his sword safe at home. Alasdair used his sword when he was serving in the RN. The 

Emblem was presented in 1930. 

 

(Liverpool Journal of Commerce and Shipping) 

 

 

Lt Cdr J Dobson was presented with the emblem in 1936/7, and it was returned to the Club by the 

family. It is laid on the table at every lunch and dinner and is held in high esteem by all the members. 

The photo on the cover is his emblem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liverpool Daily Post 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

Liverpool Journal of Commerce and Shipping 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Captain F E Storey was awarded the emblem in 1933. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liverpool Journal of Commerce and Shipping 

 

Admiral Sir Morgan Singer was awarded an Emblem in 1923, but interestingly in the newspaper 

article it is described as a “Green Rock with a Sea Urchin and the words Hold Fast”, so it could be that 

the Silver ones were not awarded until the 1930s. 

 

 

Admiral Sir Hugh Tothill was awarded it in 1925 and most likely received a similar one to Admiral 

Singer above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Admiral Sir Lewis Clinton-Baker was presented with the Emblem at the Annual Dinner in 1927, and 

this might be the first time the Emblem as we know it, was presented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liverpool Daily Post 



Vice-Admiral Sir Arthur A. M. Duff received a Silver Emblem in 1929. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liverpool Daily Post 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Admiral Sir John D. Kelly received his emblem in 1931. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liverpool Journal of Commerce and Shipping 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There were awards to others as well: 

Honorary Captain Arthur Belcher Cauty RNR. He was a Club member and donated a splendid Cup in 

1926 which was used as an award for shooting competitions of which he was very keen. He was 

awarded his Emblem in 1937. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liverpool Journal of Commerce and Shipping 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liverpool Journal of Commerce and Shipping 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Honorary Paymaster Commander J Blake Harrold OBE RNR, Registrar-General of Shipping and 

Seamen received his award in 1924, so it was probably not a silver Urchin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liverpool Journal of Commerce and Shipping 

 

 

And now we have one unusual Urchin. 

Lt Cdr Reg Wilcox RNR was our President in 1967 and whilst researching our book, “Hold Fast”, we 

got in touch with his daughter Shelagh and her husband Chris Kay who mentioned that they had a 

silver Urchin at home! 

It turns out that the Urchin was identical to ours but that the inscription was nothing to do with the 

Sea Urchins.  The engraving plate is identical to ours also. See photo.  

Reg served as Commodore and eventually Honorary Commodore of the Royal Mersey Yacht Club. He 

was also a member of The Royal Dee Yacht Club. Sailing has played a significant role in the family and 

Chris still sails in Mersey Milne ‘Meridian’. 

Chris says – “I think Jimmy Thornton, a fellow member of the Royal Mersey YC, gave it to Reg after 

the 1959 Menai Strait Regattas. When Reg’s boat Meridian had very good results. Jimmy was a bit of 

a wild one, how he got it is a mystery.” 



The silver plate on the wooden base reads – 

  MERIDIAN 1959 MENAI STRAITS 

  5 Firsts. 2 Seconds. 3 Thirds. 

  

 


